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Points to Treat the Common Cold 
 

In the following pages I include a few points that you can use to treat your own colds. 
According to Chinese medicine there are two main types of the common cold. The points 
included treat both, but if you are really sick you should see an acupuncturist or an 
herbalist in your area.  
 
How to Effectively Stimulate a Point on Yourself 
 

1. Set your intention to work on yourself. If you are religious or spiritual, make a 
prayer for this time to heal your body, heart and spirit completely. 

2. Begin by taking 5-10 deep breaths from your lower belly. If you’re not sure 
how to do this, imagine how an infant breathes. When infants breathe the 
inhalation begins in their lower bellies; then it moves up to the middle belly, and 
then to the chest. Try this and let yourself relax. 

3. Find the point according to the illustrations and directions provided on the 
following pages. 

4. Gently, yet firmly, apply pressure to the point for 5-30 minutes. Use whatever 
time you have, and feel free to move on as you feel complete with a point. More 
is not always better! 

• While applying pressure you can massage the point gently or you can hold 
the point in stillness. You don’t have to constantly move, and you don’t 
have to stay perfectly still. Let you body guide you and experiment to find 
what works for you. 

5. As you apply pressure allow your heart to open. Allow yourself to relax and 
really be present with the movement and sensations in the point. Focus on yoru 
breathing. As you inhale, feel the sensation in the point on which you’re working. 
As you exhale, let it all go; don’t pay attention to the point, your headache, or 
anything. Just let go and be free. 

6. Complete your work. A point is complete when the sensation you originally felt 
when touching it is gone, and pressing more deeply doesn’t bring up a new layer 
to work with. When you reach this place take the time to feel gratitude for the 
healing you have received. Offer up a prayer of thanksgiving if you feel so 
inclined. 

 
When massaging the points on yourself or someone else, it’s important to remember 
these tips: 
 

1. Gauge the correct amount of pressure 
This is part of the art of acupressure – how do you know how hard to press? Don’t 
apply so much pressure that the recipient can’t be present with it. Signs that the 

www.five-elements.org


© Shams T. Deckter, L.Ac. 2006-2007  www.five-elements.org 

pressure is too much  are: the recipient says “Ow!”, the recipient turns his or her 
head in another direction, the recipient flinches or instinctively pulls away. If 
someone reacts this way to the pressure you are applying, lighten up for a while 
until the point is “warmed up”.  
 
It’s also important not to put too little pressure on the point. If you do, nothing 
will happen. You want either you or the recipient to feel that you’re connecting 
with the energy – you don’t both have to feel it, but one of you does. If you’re not 
sure if you have the right pressure, try decreasing or gently increasing until you 
find the fit that seems right for the moment. 
 

2. Relax and enjoy yourself! 
This is extremely important. Don’t try to make anything happen. Just hang out 
with the point until you feel something. It might be subtle or it might be dramatic, 
but if you are attached to a “result”, then you are going to put extra effort into 
achieving that result, and that is a state of mind incompatible with the result 
you’re looking for! So don’t think about it too much and don’t worry about what 
will or won’t happen. Give yourself 10-15 minutes to be with each point in a state 
of giving yourself love, peace, mercy and caring. If you can give your own heart 
these gifts as you work on yourself, you will really receive the benefit your’re 
looking for. 
 
 

I pray that this helps you and that you feel divine peace, love and mercy with each 
session you give yourself. 
 
If you have any questions or would like to schedule and acupuncture or shiatsu 
(acupressure) session for yourself, please contact me at info@five-elements.org. 
 
 
Take care, 
 
 
Shams T. Deckter, L.Ac. 
www.five-elements.org 
info@five-elements.org 
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Points to Treat the Common Cold 
 

Large Intestine 4 (LI 4) Joining of the Valleys 
 

 
 

This is a major point for promoting the free flow of energy in the head, eyes, throat, 
chest, heart, breasts, epigastrium, abdomen, lateral costal region, uterus and genitals. 

 
 
Location: 
 

On the top of the hand 
Between the first and second metacarpal bones 

 
 
This point is also indicated for:  
 

� All disorders of the face and sense organs, eye diseases, nosebleed, nasal 
congestion, allergies, sneezing, common cold, toothache, tooth decay pain in 
lower jaw, mouth ulcers, sore throat, loss of voice, pain in the arm, pain in the 
tendons and bones of the arm, contraction of the fingers, spasm and pain, lack of 
menses, prolonged labor 

 
� Paired with LR 3 = “four gates” for release of pain, spasm, and attachment to 

transient phenomena  
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Points to Treat the Common Cold 
 

Triple Energizer 5 (TE 5) Outer Frontier Gate 
 

 
 

 
Triple Energizer 5  Outer Frontier Gate 
 
Location On the posterior forearm 
 2 cun proximal to the wrist crease  
 In the depression between the radius and the ulna 
 
 1½ cun is the width of the index finger and middle finger  

To learn what a “cun” is and how to measure it, download my acupuncture 
anatomy handout. 

 
Function Colds! Headache, deafness, pain in ear, eye pain, constipation, abdominal  
 pain, tight chest, shoulder and back pain, stiff neck, pain of 100 joints 
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Points to Treat the Common Cold 
 

Lung 7 (LU 7) Narrow Defile 
 

 
 
Lung 7 Narrow Defile 
 
Location On the anterior, radial forearm 
 Approximately 1.5 cun proximal to the wrist crease 
 In the cleft between tendons of brachioradialis & abductor pollicis longus 
 

To learn what a “cun” is and how to measure it, download my acupuncture 
anatomy handout 

 
Function Colds! (chills, fever, nasal congestion, runny nose, nasal polyps, sore throat,  
 cough, coughing phlegm, wheezing, asthma, shortness of breath, etc.) 
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